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The Chairman Writes

😀😀     or    ☹ ️☹ ️

In recent Newsletters I’ve struck a somewhat gloomy note about how well (or badly) we’re 
doing, and our prospects for the future. 

As I sat down to write this, it struck me that in a way we’re a bit like the England football 
team. Apologies if, like my wife, you loathe football (she’s only been to one match in her 
life – the 1966 World Cup final at Wembley, but that’s another story).  

The point of the analogy is that it depends how you look at the results. OK, we didn’t make 
it to the final, and for some people that represents failure. On the other hand, with the 
astonishing 6-4 win against France we finished third, and that’s better than all but two of 
the 48 teams in the competition, so we must be getting some things right.

As a committee, we’ve been thinking that we’ve not been doing very well, but then Events 
Committee Chair Jill and Secretary Keith went to a regional meeting organised by the 
Trust for Supporter Groups in the Southwest. Sadly, the number of groups has declined, 
with only 25 remaining. Cornwall now only has one group, so Dorset is doing reasonably 
well with three (we used to have seven). Informal discussions suggest that the money 
that we’ve raised over recent years compares reasonably well with other groups, as does 
the level of activities that we’ve managed to maintain. One heartening thing was that we 
were held up as a shining example of co-operation with our NT local property (the Purbeck 
Estate). This is a credit to Sophia and her predecessors, and to the local Trust staff, and is  
illustrated on the page opposite.

So, we’re not doing as well as we’d like to, but we’re doing a whole lot better than most 
others. Thanks for your support. I hope you’ll continue to help by joining in with as many of 
the events in this newsletter as you can. 

Les Wright
Chairman
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A message from the National Trust

Gen Crisford, Beaver Project Officer at the Purbeck Estate, writes:

Dear PANT members,
On behalf of Purbeck NT, I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for your generous 
funding of £2,000 to the Purbeck Beaver Project. Thanks to your contribution, we have 
been able to purchase equipment essential to our beaver monitoring programme. This 
includes personal protective equipment (specialised gear to keep us safe in bogs and 
swamps) for our team of hard-working staff and volunteers, including wading poles, 
wellies, waders, and waterproofs. We have also been able to upgrade our remote beaver 
monitoring cameras. We will soon be installing bespoke camera equipment at the Rees 
Cox Hide, with hopes to spot new kits as part of our growing Little Sea beaver family. The 
work should be complete by the time you read this. With this equipment we are able to 
capture otherwise unseen beaver activity, track the beavers’ movements and share the 
lessons we learn from our beaver reintroductions more widely. We deeply value your 
support and we look forward to keeping you updated on our progress as we prepare to 
release more beavers across the Purbeck Heaths National Nature Reserve later this year. 
Thank you once again for your partnership and belief in our work.
Warm regards,
Gen Crisford, Beaver Project Officer

A volunteer in new waders A beaver-monitoring camera



4

Annual General Meeting

The 37th AGM was held in Carey Hall, Wareham on the 16th April 2026. The attendance of 
31 members was considerably down on that of previous years but just remained sufficient 
for a quorum. Absentees missed an excellent and wide-ranging talk from Tracey Churcher, 
National Trust General Manager for the Purbeck Estate. She explained the Trust’s new 
10-year strategy, covered many recent activities at Corfe, Studland and on the heathland, 
and shared several outstanding local issues.

Membership numbers had never recovered to pre-Covid levels but had remained steady 
for the last year.

The Chairman’s review of the year’s events painted a mixed picture. There had been a 
good season of talks with a fascinating range of subjects and speakers and on the Social 
Events side we had an Afternoon Tea at The Blue Pool, a meal at Pallington Lakes and our 
Spring Lunch, all of which were enjoyable. However the response to outings and holidays 
had been mixed. The trip on the River Exe, the visit to Milestones in Basingstoke, and the 
overnight Christmas trip went well but other events were cancelled due to lack of support. 
The Chairman asked members with any ideas for trips or events that might prove popular 
to get in touch with a committee member.

The future remained precarious. It had become increasingly difficult to raise money, our 
overall surplus dropping, thus raising the question of how cost-effective it was to continue 
running PANT. For the meantime we would continue, and the new financial year started 
well with the February talk (in Wareham) being completely full, with people being turned 
away and raising more money than we had ever raised at a single talk. Conversely, 
although immensely enjoyable, the trip to Chichester and the Spring Lunch made only 
small surpluses. The Chairman reiterated that we needed more members to take part in 
more activities.

The accounts for the year showed a surplus of £2168, down from £3227 in the previous 
year. Income was down from £4286 to £3319, largely due to reduced activity on outings 
and social events. £3000 was transferred to our National Trust Donations Reserve, 
bringing the available total to £6000 from which we had committed £3000 to fund the 
purchase of a new mobility scooter at Corfe Castle. During the year we had provided £500 
for additional Lego / Duplo for use by children at Corfe Castle, a very popular activity there. 
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The Treasurer explained that it was unlikely that we would be able to sustain our annual 
target donation level of £3000. 

With David Cole and Hilly Ryder stepping down from the Committee there were two 
vacancies but no candidates had come forward. The positions of Membership Secretary 
and Newsletter Editor remained vacant leaving the Committee short of the Constitutional 
requirement of a minimum of nine members. 

Following the talk from our guest speaker, proceedings concluded with the customary tea 
and cakes provided by Committee members and their spouses. 

Keith Southern
Secretary

INSURANCE

The  National Trust  provides insurance coverage for supporter groups like PANT for 
activities they undertake for the benefit of the NT. Here is a reminder of  the exact details:

1.	 Public Liability covers all participants, regardless of whether they are NT members, 
volunteers or members of the public in any activity the group undertakes. It applies 
whether or not the group is at a NT property. However, people can make a claim only 
if it is proved that PANT is legally liable.

2.	 Personal Accident cover is discretionary. It is restricted to members undertaking 
voluntary activity for the NT e.g.. Committee members, event organisers, newsletter 
deliverers. The upper age limit for this cover is 90. However, the cover applies only 
if loss of earnings can be demonstrated so is unlikely to be relevant for most PANT 
members. Any costs incurred due to an accident while on supporter group trips or 
activities are covered under the Public Liability section.

3.	 More details can be found in a document entitled ‘Key facts regarding insurance 
arrangements for Supporter Groups’ which is posted on the PANT website under 
‘Short Breaks’.

Keith Southern
Secretary
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Planning Your Visits

Insurance. Please note that the third party Indemnity Insurance Policy does not cover 
members over the age of 90 years for Personal Accident. Members, and those over this 
age, participate in Association activities at their own risk.

Cost etc. The price of outings includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity and entrance fee 
(if any) to the venue. If bringing a guest, let us know if they are a member of PANT/NT as 
non-members and PANT-only members pay full admission charge to NT properties. Bring 
your NT card with you on outings.

Bookings are made on a first come, first served, basis and cannot be dealt with over the 
phone. Places will be offered strictly in accordance with the date the booking is received 
by the organiser.  Friends or family are very  welcome but if an outing is over-subscribed, 
members take precedence.

A reservation list is kept for over-subscribed outings so, if you need to cancel for any 
reason, please do not offer your place to anyone else. Let the organiser know so that the 
place may be offered to the next person on the waiting list.

When making your booking(s), please send your booking form(s) together with a separate 
cheque and SAE for each booking to the organiser of each event. Their address is on the 
inside of the front cover. 

Cheques. Please make cheques payable to PANT. Receipts will be issued only for holiday 
deposit cheques. If you are booking more than 6 months ahead,  please do not date your 
cheque. It will be dated shortly before passing the cheque to the Treasurer 2/3 weeks 
before the outing takes place.

Cancellations. If you need to cancel, providing it is more than three weeks before an 
outing, a full refund less £5 administration fee will be given. After that, a refund will be  
due only if  the seats can be passed to another person. Tickets will be issued two weeks 
beforehand.  If an event is cancelled, you will be told and your cheque returned.

There will be separate cancellation deadlines for Holidays and Short Breaks as 
conditions imposed by hotels etc will vary. These will be detailed on the booking 
forms.
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Assistance
Outings may involve considerable walking and stair climbing so members with mobility 
difficulties should seek guidance from the organiser before booking. Group volunteers 
leading the visit will not be able to spend time with an individual attendee, but every effort 
will be made to make sure that everyone has an enjoyable outing.

Please note: the wearing of seat belts on coaches is now a legal requirement and is 
compulsory. Do please observe this as the coach operator may be subject to penalties if 
this is not complied with.

Please bring contact details with you about who to inform in case of emergency. 
This should include some form of ID and details of an emergency contact whilst attending 
outings etc.

Emergency Contact 

The National Trust advise us that we should ask all members who attend our 
events, to carry some form of personal identification and details of someone 
who may be contacted in an emergency.  

This is a wise precaution and we ask members to adopt this measure as 
standard practice.  This is especially important if a single member is travelling 
or taking part.  

Although we do not like to think of upsetting incidents occurring during an 
enjoyable day out, we must take sensible precautions.

Departure Time for Relevant Events
Please be at pick-up 5 minutes before departure time.

Swanage 	 Ballard Stores – departure time as shown on the ticket

		  Victoria Avenue Car Park + 5 mins from the start

Corfe Castle 	 Methodist Church + 15 mins from the start

Wareham	 Red Lion bus stop + 25 mins from the start

		  Railway Station (bus stop north side) + 30 mins from start.
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SEPTEMBER

Three River Cruise with Lunch

Tuesday 8 September

Cost: PANT Members £55		  Non Members £58

Depart Swanage 10.00am		  Depart Southampton 3.30pm

Today we’ll visit the port of Southampton, home of many cruise ships. This cruise combines 
a harbour tour enjoying the lively sights of Southampton Port along with the cruise ships 
when in dock, as well as visiting the other local waterways including the Hamble, historic 
home of yacht building, and the Itchen which leads you into the Test.

The cruise will depart at 12.15. On board while we see the various sites we’ll have fish & 
chips with mushy peas, bread & butter plus a hot drink. Vegan and gluten free options are 
available. We dock at 3.15pm. 

Organiser: Margaret Tyrer	 Closing date: 15 August

We advertised this originally in the Spring Newsletter and it’s now fully booked. 
You can be put on a waiting list by contacting Margaret, just in case we have any 

last-minute cancellations, 
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OCTOBER

Beetle Drive with Fish & Chip Supper, Stoborough Village Hall

Thursday 29 October  6 pm

Cost: PANT Members £15			   Non Members £18

We’ll gather at Stoborough Village hall at 6pm. The popular ‘Surf and Turf’ Fish & Chip 
van will start serving our orders at 6.15. 

You can choose in advance from cod or haddock*, with vegetarian options of sausages or 
a burger. These are on the booking form.

*There is a £1 supplement for haddock - see booking form.

We’ll be serving free tea, coffee and fruit juice to go with the food, but feel free to bring 
your own drinks along if you prefer. Remember to bring a bottle opener and/or corkscrew 
if you’ll need one. We’ll also have all the usual condiments on the tables

Once we’ve eaten we’ll have a hectic few rounds with the dice, creating our beetles. 
There will be a small prize for the highest scorer, providing we don’t identify any cheating.

We’ll aim to finish around 8.30 to 9pm. 

Organiser: Margaret Tyrer				    Closing date: 16 October

X 
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NOVEMBER

Exeter Christmas Market

Wednesday 18 November

Cost: PANT Members £30			   Non Members £33

Depart Swanage 9am			   Depart Exeter 4pm

Following the success of previous visits to the Christmas Market (and M&S) in Exeter we 
thought we would go again, but this time we will spend some time at the Otter Garden 
Centre in Ottery St Mary before going on to Exeter.

We hope to arrive at the garden centre around 11am without a break in the journey that 
should only take 1½ hours from Wareham. The centre is renowned for its Christmas 
decorations as well as plants and an excellent coffee shop/restaurant.

We hope to move on to Exeter about 1pm where you can visit the market as well as M&S!

The choice of where you eat is yours. The garden centre has a good reputation and if 
previous years’ visits to Exeter are anything to go by, there will be a surfeit of food stalls to 
choose from, unless you require somewhere more formal.

The coach driver is always happy to store purchases in the luggage area, so no need to 
hold back on shopping at either the garden centre or Exeter.

Organiser: Jill Benwell	 Closing date: 2 November
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DECEMBER

Overnight Stay 6/7 December

Thames Cruise, Christmas Lights, Fish & Chips and Polesden Lacey

Sunday 6 December
The coach will leave Swanage at 8.40am and have a comfort stop at Winchester for about 
20 minutes. Continuing to London we’ll stop for lunch (cost not included) at The Barley 
Mow in Epsom.
We’ll arrive at Greenwich for 3.45 to board the Thames Cruise boat at 4.10.The boat will 
arrive at Westminster Bridge at 5.15 where we’ll rejoin our coach. The Tour Guide will get 
on the coach and will guide us around London until 7.00 when we will arrive at Fulham for 
a Fish and Chip Supper (cost included). We will leave about 8.00pm to drive to the Police 
Federation Hotel in Leatherhead where we will stay overnight.

Monday 7 December
After breakfast at the hotel we’ll leave at 10am for Polesden Lacey (NT). This 1,600-acre 
estate with elegant gardens and an Edwardian house is only a few miles from the hotel. 
We’ll leave the house at 2.15pm, and have a comfort stop on the trip back to Dorset. 

COSTS
Costs include travel, supper, accommodation, breakfast and gratuities, although non-
National Trust members will have to pay the standard fee for entry to Polesden Lacey, 
which is currently £18.
A deposit of £100pp is required with your booking. The balance will be required by 15th 
October. If you cancel after that date no refund will be given unless we can fill your place 
on the trip.
Deposit cheques will be banked immediately. Cheques for the balance will be paid into 
PANT’s account at the beginning of October.

Single rooms £230pp (12 available)           Double/twin rooms £185pp (12 available)

Non-PANT member supplement £10pp

Accessibility/mobility
Getting on and off a boat and moving around on board is never going to be easy. At 
Polesden Lacey the Trust has made great efforts to improve accessibility, but there are 
uneven paths and steps in the garden. If you have any worries, speak to me.

Organiser: Margaret Tyrer	 Closing date: 10 September
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JANUARY

Kurling, Furzebrook Village Hall

Thursday 28 January  2 - 4pm

Cost: PANT Members £10 (includes tea and coffee)	 Non Members £13

Come along! Have some fun. No experience is necessary.

Unlike traditional curling stones, these are made of heavy rubber and run on stainless 
steel bearings allowing the game to be played on any smooth floor as can be seen in the 
photo.

Organiser: Margaret Tyrer	 Closing date: 15 January
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FEBRUARY

Kingston Lacy Garden Tour

Wednesday 3 February  10.30*

Cost: PANT Members £10		  Non Members £13

Join us for an hour long tour of the snowdrops and gardens at Kingston Lacy. The tour will 
be led by an expert gardener.

The journey to Kingston Lacy will be self drive or car share. Please indicate on the booking 
form if you need a lift, and I will try to arrange one.

Entrance to Kingston Lacy for National Trust Members is free, but if you are not a 
member you will need to pay the entrance fee on arrival. Everyone should meet me at the 
Reception Ticket Office before we go in.

Don’t forget to bring your National Trust Membership Card.

Organiser: Janice Tait	 Closing date: 20 January

* As we went to press the National Trust were unable to confirm the time of our tour. If 
timings change, we will contact everyone who has booked. Naturally, if a change means 
that you can’t come, we will refund your money.
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MARCH

Spring Lunch at the Isle of Purbeck Golf Club

Friday 19 March   12.30 for 1pm

Once again we’ll return to the Isle of Purbeck Golf Club for our annual Spring Lunch.

Good food, good company and stunning views. What more could you want?

Full details of the menu, and the booking forms, will be in the Spring Newsletter. In the 
meantime, keep the date free in your diary
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TALKS

We alternate between:

Wareham: Carey Hall, Mistover Road, BH20 4BY which has its own car park. Leave the 
station roundabout on Bere Regis road, turn immediately left onto Carey Road. Mistover 
Road is, after about 200 yards, the first road on the right. The entrance to the Hall is 
between houses about 70 yards up on the right hand side.

Swanage: All Saints Hall, Ulwell Road, BH19 1LL. Some parking is available and there 
are plenty of local roads to use if needed. It is also on the No 50 bus route.

Time: 2.30pm. Halls are open from 2pm. After the Talk we hold a raffle, and usually 
serve tea & biscuits, finishing at about 4pm.

Entry: Members £3    Non members £4

Speakers

Tuesday 15 September  (Swanage)
David Beardsley’s Talk The Heir who didn’t Succeed is about the unfortunate John 
Ralph Bankes who should have inherited the fabulous estate of Kingston Lacy and Corfe 
Castle but failed because of a series of sad and surprising events. Today, few know how 
and why his life was derailed from one of privilege to pauper, from ‘riches to rags’. His 
story, told by a consummate storyteller, is an extraordinary and fascinating tale!

Thursday 22 October  (Wareham)
Lilian Ladle is the voice of Wareham history. She will bring her Talk Pits, Pots and 
People about the local archaeological finds and what it tells us about our ancestors. 
Her research has shone a light on our fascinating Purbeck past through her projects 
(which include the Druce Farm Roman Villa, the Bronze Age house at Bestwall and the 
kin connections in Langton Matravers), her books and her Talks. So much history beneath 
our feet!

Tuesday 17 November  (Swanage)
Neil McLocklin’s Civil War; People & Places is about the impact of the English Civil 
War in Dorset on its people and the places where those on either side met or clashed.  
He is a regular speaker drawing on his extensive research showing the social, religious 
and political upheavals then  - and now. He has also used that for his trilogy based on the 
Bankes and Harvey families during and after that turbulent time.
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Thursday 21 January (Wareham)
We will be starting the year having a good look around us! Pam White’s new Talk The 
HART of the Matter is about the archaeology of the 700 Purbeck Estate sites that are looked 
after by NT Volunteers. Pam will talk about several projects, including the excavation of a 
medieval mill leet, a 17th century garden and news of North Barn with its ringed owl family. 
It promises to be a fascinating talk about the work done by the Volunteers, of which most 
of us are unaware. 

Tuesday 16 February (Swanage)
Bonny Sartin has an enormous repertoire of stories and songs about his life on the road 
with the folk group The Yetties and about the present and past of west Dorset, where he 
lives. One of the subjects he knows a great deal about is Smuggling - and he probably 
knows songs about smugglers and excise men too! Two hundred years ago, smuggling 
was a regular winter occupation for those in rural and coastal areas and Bonnie will guide 
us through the history – fact and legend – and what it meant for the communities and for 
the local economy. It was the 18th century black economy!

Thursday 18 March (Wareham)
Mike Randall is the Son of a Spy! His father always spoke about being in the diplomatic 
service, but it was more than that so this is his personal tale that involved – unwittingly – his 
son. His story also involves escapades as a World War 2 POW and as an escapee.  They 
are great adventures of intrigue and bravery – but how much did the young Mike know or 
suspect at the time?

Sophia Wright, Talks Secretary

Looking Ahead

20th April - AGM at All Saints Church, Swanage
April  - A visit to the recently-restored Avebury Manor
June - A visit to RHS Wisley in Surrey
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September 8th p8 Visit Three River Cruise

September 15th p15 Talk Swanage

October 22nd p15 Talk Wareham

October 29th p9 Social Beetle Drive

November 17th p15 Talk Swanage

November 18th p10 Visit Exeter Christmas Market

December 6/7th p11 Overnight stay Leatherhead

January 21st p16 Talk Wareham

January 28th p12 Social Kurling

February 3rd p13 Visit Kingston Lacy Garden Tour

February 16th p16 Talk Swanage

March 18th p16 Talk Wareham

March 19th p14 Social Isle of Purbeck Golf Club

April 20th p16 AGM Swanage

DIARY DATES 2026/27


